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TECHNOLOGY TRANSFORMS CM LECTURE HALL ‘MASTER CLASSROOM’
MISSOULA ~

The Urey Lecture Hall at The University of Montana-Missoula was converted to a master
classroom over the holiday break.
The underground lecture hall now boasts state-of-the-art technology. Using a screen within
a lectern, instructors have access to two computers, a VCR, laser disc player, cassette and disc
audio systems and room lighting all at their Fingertips. The additions bring to the classroom big
screen options ranging from cable television to the World Wide Web.
Although some faculty members are struggling with the technology, it’s central control
panel is an improvement over juggling remote controls and a maze of w ires, says Bob Wachtel,
media services coordinator for Instructional Media Services.
David Friend, an associate professor of physics and astronomy, agrees the more technology
that’s available the more chance there is for things to go wrong, but sometimes a blunder in class
makes for much-needed comic relief. But, when the system is running smoothly, he describes it as
"fabulous."
"Students are raised with these different media now," Friend says. "This can enhance
learning and that’s what it’s all about."
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One of the aspects of the technology Friend likes best is the ability to blackout the big
screen and use the podium screen to scroll down a computer screen or through a video so he can
show students just the information they need to see.
The addition also brought a new sound system. Speakers were mounted on the walls for the
program systems and overhead speakers wrere added for the microphone system, both of which
help project sound to the back of the hall. The system also has an "assistive listening system."
which allows the hearing impaired to use an earpiece to increase volume to fit their needs.
This is the third master classroom at UM, with similar facilities in the Social Science
Building and the School of Journalism. Urey was a logical step for the latest upgrade because it
has seating for 450, so many students will benefit from it, Wachtel said.
The $89,000 conversion was a joint project with Instructional Media Serv ices and Facility
Services.
The Urey Lecture Hall can be rented for non-university use for about $300 a day. IMS
offers access to and training on the technology, and for an additional charge IMS will arrange to
have an operator present.
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Bob Wachtel, media services coordinator for Instructional Media Services, 243-

